VOICE OF GRACE
Grace Lutheran Church, Atlanta

August 2017

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL A SUCCESS!
During this summer’s A Mighty Fortress Vacation Bible School at Grace, children learned that in Jesus, the
victory is won! The children focused on having fun learning about God by playing games, singing, making
crafts, listening to bible stories, participating in skits, and watching a puppet show. Even the snacks were
biblically related to each day’s bible story!
A GREAT BIG THANK YOU to our co-chairs, Danielle Durgin and Liesl Beaton, for organizing and pulling
it all together. We’d also like to thank our volunteers—Greg Durgin, Jose Beaton, Karleen Smith, Kelley
Wiedenmann, Diane Raymond, Pastor Adam, Beth Ellsworth, Zach Simpson, and Sechan Tak. And let’s not
forget all the others who decorated to make every room look like a fortress and those who brought goodies
for us. You are all amazing people!

NEW MEMBER SPOTLIGHT
Jeremy Adams is originally from Conyers, GA and currently lives in Smyrna. He graduated from Georgia State
University, after which he served for five years in the US Navy and is now studying to be a chiropractor at Life
University.
Kelly Morrison was born and raised in Hilton, NY and attended St. Paul Lutheran Church, where she enjoyed
playing in the bell choir and participating in many LWML activities. She recently moved to Atlanta to finish her
PhD studies in Organic Chemistry at Emory University. She adds: “Thank you all for being so welcoming!”
Chad Wilson transferred from Divine Shepherd Lutheran Church in Omaha, NE. He works for Cox
Communications as Manager, Inbound Sales Strategy & Programs. He enjoys attending concerts and other live
music events. He also enjoys hunting and fishing and is looking forward to fall and football! He adds: “I chose
Grace because it felt like a family when I started attending. Everyone was very welcoming, and I felt like I could
get involved.”

LAKE JACKSON SERVICE

WOMEN OF GRACE
Grace is starting a new women’s group on August 6!
The group will meet on the first and third Sundays
of each month, immediately following the service.
Meetings will be somewhere within close walking
distance of the church, where the ladies will have
lunch while they discuss that week’s reading.
The first reading will be
LadyLike: Living Biblically, a
book by Rebekah Curtis and
Rose Adle, available through
Concordia Publishing House.
For a description of the book
and to order, to go:

Last year, several friends and members of Grace
worshipped at beautiful Lake Jackson. We’re excited
to announce that we’ll be going back to Lake
Jackson again this year on August 27!
Pastor Adam will preach Sunday’s service at the
Lake Church, which consists of a covered gazebo in
the woods with wooden pews.
Shannon Campbell’s parents have once again
graciously offered to host a picnic/cookout at
their home after the service. Lake Church is right
next to Berry’s Marina at 599 Waters Bridge Circle,
Covington, GA. Follow the signs to the church.

http://www.cph.org/p-28440ladylike-living-biblically.aspx
For more information, please
reach out to Sarah Hocut (shocut@gmail.com).

NEW WEBSITE LAUNCHES

Lucien Lane will lead the service at Grace in Pastor
Adam’s absence.

SAVE THE DATE!
Low Country Shrimp Boil: September 16
As part of the 500th anniversary celebration of the
Reformation, Grace will be hosting a low country
shrimp boil. More details to come.
Check out Grace’s new website, which launched on
July 29! The sleek redesign features newly written
content, updated photos, and simplified navigation.
Visitors to the site can learn about the mission
of Grace, sign up for our e-newsletter, view our
calendar of events, make donations, find multiple
ways to get in touch with us, and learn more
about our mission, services, community outreach
programs, and education opportunities.
A big thank you goes to Laraine Wilkinson, who
coordinated the resdesign, and the website team
responsible for gathering photos and writing new
content!

THE PASTOR’S CORNER
This month will mark the two-year anniversary of
both my ordination as a pastor and my installation
as pastor of Grace. While there might be many
things that can be said about the past two
years, one thing that I cannot say is that it has
been boring. There has always been something
happening to occupy the energy and time of our
congregation. It has been an overwhelming blessing
to serve this congregation and to serve with this
congregation. There have been so many people
who have dedicated their hours and energy, their
talents and treasures to the mission of Christ here
at Grace. I cannot possibly express my thanks
adequately to the servants of Christ gathered here.
This is really good news because it means that
we have so many servants that we do not need
you to volunteer even a moment of your time.
Don’t volunteer your time or money, your good or
energy to Grace. We don’t need a single volunteer.
In fact, ideally, there should never be volunteers in
a congregation. Rather, what we need more and
more of is servants.

Pastor Adam’s Installation Service
at Grace in August 2015.

When I am at home with my children and my
wife is not there, I do not babysit. Rather, I serve
my family in the way God has called me to serve.
Volunteership happens with some emotional
distance, volunteers are not usually invested in
what they are giving their time to. But a servant
has an official place, a vested interest in the
community s/he serves in. When you give time and
energy to the church, you are not volunteering,
rather you are serving. Because you are people of
Christ, you serve him and His Kingdom, you serve
those within the church and those outside the
church because this is what you have been called
to in Christ.
Ephesians 2:10 says, “For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God
prepared beforehand, that we should walk in them.” Think of that, that God has prepared times and moments
that only you can serve in, given your talents are uniquely yours that He will use for the sake of His Kingdom.
You are called the very workmanship of God. This means God has created you himself and shaped you to
serve in His Kingdom. As we gather to serve those within and without the Kingdom of Christ, we should
remember that it is a sacred duty God has called us to, to proclaim the Gospel of Jesus Christ in word and
deed. You are invested in this mission; in fact, it is your mission because you are the church.
So it is with thanksgiving that I consider every single person who has served in this congregation. I thank
God that he has called me to be a servant of servants as we walk in the good works God has called us to by
bringing us into His Kingdom by the Gospel of Jesus Christ.

- Pastor Adam Ellsworth

UPCOMING EVENTS
Rally Sunday Potluck Brunch: August 6, 9am
Join us for Rally Sunday as we mark the beginning
of another great year of Sunday School! We’ll also
reconnect with each other, especially those who’ve
had busy summers. If you can contribute something
to the breakfast, please write it down on the sign-up
sheet in the narthex.
Sunday School Resumes: August 6, 9:45am
After a month off, Sunday School classes will begin
again! See the Weekly Worship section for more
details.
Confirmation Sunday: August 6
Join us as we celebrate the confirmation of Cassie
Howells and Sechan Tak. The elders will be providing
a light reception with cake and punch for family and
friends following the service.
Women’s Group: August 6
See inside pages for more information.
Second Sunday Lunch: August 13, 12:15pm
Join us for fellowship and lunch at George’s Bar and
Restaurant (1041 N. Highland Ave).
VA-Highland Civic Association: August 14, 6:30pm
Church Council Meeting: August 15, 7pm
Women’s Group: August 20
See inside pages for more details.
Stepping Stone Mission Annual Benefit Concert:
August 20, 5pm
As in previous years, last year’s concert was a joyous
time and included a number of highly gifted concert
musicians who joined in service to the homeless.
As Stepping Stone’s volunteer staff is in the midst
of preparing this year’s program, please be sure to
let them know if you have any recommendations of
musicians to join the program.
They are also seeking sponsors for the concert. If
you can help in any way, let Pastor Song know, and
please keep the Mission’s efforts in your prayers.
Five Little Monkeys Consignment: August 20-26
Five Little Monkeys will hold their bi-annual boutique
children’s consignment sale at Grace. They specialize
in boutique items that are gently worn or new with
tags.
Lake Jackson Church Service: August 27
We’ll be having a church service at Lake Jackson
followed by a cookout at the house of Shannon
Campbell’s parents. See inside pages for details.

Piety by the Pint: August 31
We’ll be gathering for fellowship, service, and great
conversations at Monday Night Brewing.

IN OUR PRAYERS
»» O
 ur homebound member: Marjorie Hunecke
»» Continued healing: Arlene Kateen and Jan
Ellison
»» Our mission partners: Rev. Joseph Song,
Stepping Stone, and Lutheran Services of
Georgia

SERVICE ASSISTANTS
»» 8/6: James Smith and Patrick Kane (Ushers),
Don Collins (Worship Assistant), Sheila Schutt
and Sarah Hocut (Altar Care)
»» 8/13: Jason Howells and Thurston Howells
(Ushers), Sara Howells (Reader)
»» 8/20: Bob and Mary Chambers (Ushers), Jose
Beaton (Worship Assistant), Kelley Wiedenmann
and Blaire Wilson (Altar Care)
»» 8/27: Lee Anderson and Adam Ozgo (Ushers),
Mal Simpson (Reader)

WEEK AT GRACE
»» Mondays: Nicotine Anonymous, 7pm
»» Tuesdays: Yoga Exercise Class, 6pm
*No yoga on 8/22
»» Wednesdays: Supper and Bible Study, 6pm
*No supper and Bible study on 8/23
»» Thursdays: Alcoholics Anonymous, 7pm
»» Saturdays: Yoga Exercise Class, 10am

WEEKLY WORSHIP
»» Children’s Sunday School, Sundays 9:45am
»» Adult Bible Study, Sundays 9:45am
»» Young Adult Class, Sundays 9:45am
»» Worship Service, Sundays 11am

CONTACT US
www.gracemidtown.com | 404-875-5411
1155 N. Highland Ave., Atlanta, GA 30306
@GraceLutheranATL

